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On the wall in our family home, we hanged a drum. It belonged to 

my stepfather who is from Nigeria, and it was rarely ever played. 

Obviously it was very important to him to make the voyage.  

I learned later that it was called a“ talking” drum. It was carved 

intricately from a large piece of wood, hourglass shaped, double 

headed and its top and bottom was covered with goat skin. The 

corners had leather tension cords that allow the player to change 

the pitch, by squeezing the cords between their arm and body. 

These instruments allowed for communication of the Yoruba 

people. It imitated the sound of the language. It was able to send a 

message over 20 miles to neighboring tribes. It became a threat to 

the European influencers. 

I learned that this “talking drum” was vilified by colonialists and 

missionaries. It wasn’t only because of its use in spiritual rituals. In 

actuality, the proselytizers feared its ability to communicate with 

other tribes. Secretly, it was a strategic tactic to isolate and control. 

It was successfully villainized by many churches to prevent tribes from communicating and became 

religiously evil. 

This thought circulated throughout Christendom and is still a point of contention in many churches 

today.  

The issue should never have been about the drum itself, but by the way it was played. 

However, the Bible declares that we should praise the God of heaven with all instruments. 

Psalm 150:4-6 says 

“4 Praise God with drum and dance! Praise God with strings and pipe! 
5 Praise God with loud cymbals! Praise God with clashing cymbals! 
6 Let every living thing praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!”                                                                       GD  
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 Aileen Butler, bereavement (her 

brother) 

 Kaley Frank, bereavement 

 Kevin Sider, and his sister health 

 James Foster,  hospital 

 Daisy Hunt sister, health  

 Wendy Waters, Rehab Facility 

 Ernest Stringfellow, health (Sis. 

Adams brother) 

 Nadine Jordan, hospital (Sandra 

Graham sister) 

Portland Adventist Academy will be worshipping with us on Sabbath, March 14th at 11:15 am. PAA will be 

bringing student speakers, Alegria, Bell Canto and Gospel Choir.   Come and support the students.  



CONTACT THE SHARON COMMUNICATION TEAM at office@sharonchurch.comcastbiz.net or 503.287.7649 

KIDS CORNER  
A leap 
year is 
a year in 
which an 
extra 
day is 
added to 
the Gre-
gorian  

calendar, which is used by most of the world. 
While an ordinary year has 365 days, a leap 
year has 366 days. The extra day, February 
29, is added to the month of February. In an 
ordinary year, February has 28 days, but in 
a leap year, it has 29 days.  wikipedia.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leap_year

