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PARENTING YOUR TEEN AS THEY WRESTLE WITH THEIR FAITH    As a parent, 
you’ve invested your life in your child.  You brought them to church, taught them everything you know about the Bible, 
and prayed with them at night.  You wanted nothing but God’s absolute best for their life. 

Then, almost before you knew it, your son or daughter morphed into a teenager and dropped a startling confession on 
you:  I'm not interested in going to church and I'm not sure if I believe that the Bible is true. I don't know if God is real, 
or why I should believe in Him.  Seeing your teenage son or daughter give up on the church and their faith is tough – 
there’s no easy way around it.  And there’s no easy way to fix it.  But there are a few things to consider as you walk this 
journey with your child. 

CHECK YOURSELF  You could be exper iencing a myriad of feelings, from disappointment to regret to self-
doubt. Acknowledge your feelings and know that you aren’t alone.  Resist the urge to try to change your son or daughter.  
As you pray for your teen, ask God to transform your heart and mind too. 

LEAN IN  Embrace your  child.  Rather  than seeing their  questions and challenges as a divisive threat, model 
God’s love, patience and grace both verbally and non-verbally.  Be a parent who sticks with your son or daughter no 
matter what they’re going through. Remind them that you love him or her regardless of whether things are good or bad.  
When (and if) your teen opens up to you about what they’re feeling, make sure to give them your full attention.  Being a 
teen is tumultuous. It’s scary for parents, but it’s likely more unnerving for your son or daughter to feel like they’re 
walking through it alone. 

BUILD BRIDGES  Teenagers need more than mere knowledge of your  faith; they need a relationship with you. 
Find ways to build bridges to connect with your teen instead of digging ditches that drive you further apart. One of the 
easiest ways to do this is by finding fun activities that you can enjoy with your teen. 

TURN TO THE WORD  Is your  teen bombarding you with deep theological questions that leave you stumped?  
Be honest.  Tell them that you don’t have all the answers, but suggest that you two could search for them together.  
Growing together with your children can be the most effective form of spiritual training. 

TRUST HIM  It’s important to trust that God is working in your teen’s heart, mind and life – just like He did with you.  
If you’re feeling inadequate, then you’re exactly where you need to be for Him to work through you (Philippians 4:13).  
Continue to cover your child with prayer as they wrestle through questions about their faith and world view.  

Abridged. Written by Lindsay Hawkes, Focus on the Family 
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SHARON SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH December 15, 2018 

MA RK  YOUR  CA L ENDA R 

with Pastor D 

Board Meeting   10:30am 

Bible Study   12pm 

Mid-week Study   7pm 

PAA Christmas Vacation 12/19/18 thru 01/01/19 

PAES 12:30pm Dismissal 

PAES Christmas Vacation 12/20/18 thru 01/01/19 

Sabbath School/Divine Worship   9:45am 

Family Christmas Service and Baptism 11am 

Community Service Food Pantry    2pm 

Bible Study   2pm 

Sharon Church Office Closed 12/24 & 12/25 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Mid-week Study   7pm 

Sabbath School/Divine Worship   9:45am 

New Church Leaders Consecration   11am 

Community Service Food Pantry   2pm 

Sharon Church Office Closed 12/31 & 1/1 

New Year’s Eve Party, Lloyd Center Double Tree Hotel   5pm 

NEW YEARS HOLIDAY 

Mid-week Study   7pm 

PAA Return to School—Late Start   10am 

PAES Return to School 

Adventist Med Cntr First Friday   7:15pm 

Sabbath School/Divine Worship   9:45am 

Bible Study   2pm 

Bible Study   12pm 

Mid-week Study   7pm 

Sabbath School/Divine Worship   9:45am 

Elder’s Meeting   10:30am 

Items that appear in red are at partner locations, 

additional information on Sharon church bulletin board. 

JANUARY  

    Luke 2:7, “And 
she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in 
cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for 
them.”    

The birth of Jesus was especially 
important because it presented 
significant details that 
foreshadowed the cross.  I will 
share some of those interesting 
parallels between His arrival and 
death for the next few weeks. 

    REJECTION   Jesus 
encountered rejection at birth and 
death.  Joseph wanted to put away 
Mary for becoming pregnant during 
their engagement.  He would have 
rejected her and Jesus if an angel 
hadn’t spoken to him.  What is not 
clearly revealed, are the cultural 
and familial points of rejection from 
the unplanned pregnancy. 

    A Jewish man was to take his 
bride back to his family home after 
marriage.  However, we find Mary 
and Joseph living in her family 
home in the “hood” of Nazareth - a 
place for rejected people.  Mary 
should have been rejected and 
killed by Joseph’s family for her 
supposed infidelity.  However, 
there would always remain a 
question regarding her 
trustworthiness and acceptance of 
her child.  Jesus would never fully 
be accepted into Joseph’s family. 

    Similarly at his death, Jesus 
would be betrayed and rejected by 
the disciples and left to die on a 
cross.  His body would be dumped 
in a mass grave with rejected 
corpses outside the city wall in the 
place of the skull. 
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